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20th July, 2000
Dear friends,
Our newsletter has had to be shifted to July from June in order to give you the latest on admissions to the residential school and the results of the class VII examination. In April, two girls appeared for the VII class public examination. Both of them have passed, though one did after a re-examination in Mathematics. They need to join class VIII, but the entry to residential school is difficult as one of them is a Christian and the other a BC. We plan to put them in a Govt. day school and they may need financial and academic assistance to cope. Three girls appeared for the class VI entrance to the residential school in April. Two of them were declared eligible but despite our great efforts and massive support given by the MVF, we could not get the necessary certificates and they could not secure admission.
Nagamani, our first pupil, has passed Inter Science and Sreenu has completed diploma in Electrical & Electronics with a first division, thanks to the help he received from Sreejayan and Probesh, our Engineer friends. Four of our girls ar ein class X, one in class IX, and two in class VIII in the residential school, Narsingi. Students, who have reached this stage, look up to Ananda Bharathi for career counselling and advice for which we need a lot of help from you.

 We now have a strength of 35 girlsWe have 7 teachers, 3 full time and 4 part time. Sewing, knitting and crochet classes  continue. Dr Aditi, Dr Amritavalli and Dr Vijaya Krishnan come once a week to help with Hindi, English and classical music. Madhavi, our teacher married M Srinivas, a long time friend of Ananda Bharathi, in October. Anuradha, another teacher, moved out of her parental home to a working women’s hostel in June and has started working in the mornings for a project in Anveshi, a centre for women’s studies.

The juniors under Anuradha’s guidance did a study of our street. They interviewed shopkeepers and a lady telephone booth operator. As a part of the study, we learnt about the water supply to our area from the Deputy General Manager of the Metro Water Works. Other visitors to the school included Shri Udaya Bhanu, a director of plays, Dr Mathula researching at CCMB and Shyamoli from Shanti Niketan. Dr Bhavani gave a talk to the teachers and friends of AB and CFL on Fractals. 
Ananda Bharathi visited the Archaeology and Health museums in Oct ’99, and the OU post office in April. In February, we went to the Railway Auditorium to see a play by Badal Sircar, translated into Telugu and directed by Shri Udaya Bhanu.
We met Shri Vijaya Kumar, the Commissioner of Education, on two occasions, He was kind enough to give us permission to get free text books. His proposal to give us limited recognition – for sending children to class VII examination, entrance ti the VI, to get concessional bus passes etc has not yet materialized. 

Important events began with a preparatory talk on the Solar Eclipse and the viewing on August 11th. Independence Day celebrations had a talk by Prof. Ramakrishna who came to the level of our children and a talk by his wife, Lalitha who won the hearts of our girls by her spirited support of reservation for women. On October 2nd we sang patriotic songs and Mohanty, our Hindi teacher sang, “Vaishanava Janto”. The meaning of this song, so dear to Bapu, was explained to our girls. For the first time, we celebrated the Batakamma festival famous in the Telengana region. Beautiful mounds of flowers were made and the girls danced around singing. On Children’s Day, ‘Mala’ a story about an enterprising girl, was read out by our girls, in parts. This was their first attempt at reading out in parts and both the readers and listeners enjoyed the session.  On 26th Jan, we showed the video film ‘When women unite’ on the agitation against arrack. We had a mother’s meeting in February. On 8th March, we had a discussion on how to improve the status of women in the society. In April, we had an origami session by Sharada, a new teacher, a story telling session by Udaya Bhanu and a session on painting. 

The Governing council of AB had a long discussion on whether the school has become too examination oriented. Since many children are almost 12 when they join us , I is difficult for them to join the mainstream. We are deeply concerned about what to teach them. We welcome suggestions in this regard. We need t provide enjoyable activities to develop their comprehension and thinking.

Ananda Bharathi had favourable reports in the Hindu, Deccan Chronicle and Bhoomika. We could not attend the Network meeting this year also. The financial support for AB continues to be the interest on the corpus given by CRY and donations from well wishers.
There is one activity in Ananda Bharathi which both teachers and girls enjoy. That is, reading aloud Telugu translations of classics such as the “The Prince and the Pauper”, “Uncle Tom’s Cabin”, “Swami and Friends” and “Toto Chan”. One afternoon, we asked the girls to talk about the parts of Swami and Friends which they had enjoyed. Immediately there was an outpouring from the girls. Her eyes half closed in an effort to remember and a wistful smile on her face, one little girl said she loved it when Swaminathan who had fainted on the road was picked up by a cart man. Her tension over Swami losing his way and the great relief she felt when help came to him was obvious. Many of our children may not be able to read these stories by themselves. But when read together, they knit us all into one, the shared experience of the tensions and joys binding us together.
Cordially Yours,

Janaki N. Iyer
C/o ‘NEEDA’, 12-13-1173, Street No. 10, Tarnaka, Secunderabad – 500 017.
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