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25th July, 2001
Dear friends,
This year again the newsletter of Ananda Bharathi is coming out in July to accommodate the news about the admission of four girls in Intermediate. The girls who went to residential schools in 1996 passed class X in 1st division. Friends of Ananda Bharathi met in April to discuss career options for these girls. Subsequently they all have taken admission in intermediate at different residential colleges. Ruthamma joined intermediate with Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry at A.P.S.W. Residential College, Chitkul. She completed a course in Word Processing in telugu during the summer vacation.
Two girls who passed 7th class last year joined in class VIII as day scholars at Madapati Hanumantha Rao Govt Girls High School. One of them, Sarita, got married and had to leave school as she left the city. The other girl Rajamma is in class IX now. This year looked like a year of marriages with four girls getting married. In Sarita’s case, her father was very sick and wanted to see her married. But sadly he passed away three days before the marriage. Two other girls who were preparing to write 7th class examinations this year also got married. In all these cases, our talking to the parents did not work. The parents refused to listen and went ahead with their plans. Nagamani, our first student got married and is now at Ongole. Sreenu who completed his 10th class along with Nagamani, completed his diploma in Electrical & Electronics last year and is now working at a private firm in Hyderabad. He is doing well at his work place and is keen to continue higher studies in Engineering.

Four girls passed the Hindi Prathama examination this year. Three of them got a first class and the fourth passed in second class. Dr Aditi Mukherjee prepared these children for the examination. We now have a strength of 30 girls in Ananda Bharathi. We started a group with four very young children between 4 and 7 years. Anuradha is in charge of this group. Madhavi, one of our teachers who earlier reduced her school time to twice a week is back fulltime. Sailaja continues to strengthen skills in Telugu with older children and is generous with her advice on remedial work and counselling.  Sreekumar, who has always been helping us in his free time is now on a year’s sabbatical. He is able to devote more time to streamlining the general planning of school activities. 
Janaki and Madhavi attended the network meeting conducted at Pune, this year. They also visited Akshar Nandan, Pune a school run under the guidance of Vasant Palshikar and Vidya Patwardhan., which manages to be innovative even in a formal structure. Janaki attended a CRY partners’ meeting for two days at BIRDIE, Hyderabad. Janaki spoke about Ananda Bharathi at Anveshi, a research centre for women’s studies and Central Institute for English and Foreign Languages, Hyderabad. Some of us from Ananda Bharathi participated in the meeting held at CFL, Hyderabad to discuss the common problems faced by both the schools.

This year has been good year for donations. These and the interest from the corpus helped us to run the school. Ananda Bharathi got 80G exemption (with effect from 15th March 2001, valid for three years) renewed after prolonged efforts for the last three years. Our sincere thanks go to our chartered accountant K. K. Gupta and his team.

In January, children visited the Secunderabad Railway station. The visit was preceded by a 2-hour preparatory session by M. Srinivas with the children. Sri M Nageswara Rao, Retired Railway Employee and a friend of Ananda Bharathi guided us in the railway station. He made it possible for the children to interview the staff working at the station – Drivers, Porters, Guards, Asst Station Master, Railway Police and Parcel Office staff. The children even took a journey in the local train, the first train journey for most of them. Later, the children prepared a folder of their own reflections, descriptions, interviews and drawings. On 18th January, our children at the residential schools along with two teachers of Ananda Bharathi went to watch a puppet show pn Thrift groups done by Nori Ratnamala and her students. In April the children and teachers went for the performance of Lavani dance and talk by Dr Kishore Shantabai Kale from Maharashtra. Hyderabad Book Trust released the Telugu translation of his book which is a record of his epic struggle to become a doctor. Our children went back-stage to congratulate him.
Usha Rao, a long time friend of AB, visited the school twice. She talked about the seeds, varieties and re-building the soil’d fertility with natural manure. Other visitors were Eleanor Watts from UK, Christa Wichterich from Germany. The teachers met at Vasant Palshikar, Narayana a teacher from Anantpur, Padma Sarangpani who is working on an alternative training scheme for teachers, and teachers from Pachchasale. 

 The important events started with various children reciting Hindi poems on Independence Day. On October 2nd, we watched the film “Making the Mahatma” in hindi on TV and discussed the film. On children’s day we had a flower making session conducted by Joanne Franklin. The children enjoyed making bright and colourful paper flowers. On Republic Day Shyamala from Anveshi talked about beauty contests, their positive and negative aspects.  On February 28th, National Science Day, Lavanya from the Institute of Oil Seeds Research came to school. She explained the varieties in Castor oil seeds and about harmful and ‘friendly’ pests. Later on she showed the children, parts of the make and female castor oil flowers under a powerful microscope. On 8th March, international women’s day, each child spoke about her likes, dislikes, fears and happy moments. Quite sadly the worst fear of most children was that their fathers would come home totally drunk and beat their mothers or pick up a fight with their neighbours. Drinking seems to be a problem in all homes, denying the children their basic need and causing them psychological trauma. We hope to hear from you on the possible solutions to this problem. In April, we had the annual sale of the articles made by the children in the tailoring class. The proceeds of the sale were as usual kept aside to buy material for the sewing section.

Reading out stories, the most enjoyable activity at Ananda Bharathi continues. This year, we read “Samudrateera Gramam”, the Telugu translation of “Village by the Sea” by Anita Desai. The children loved the story as it was close to their lives. They felt that they could almost see the story happening in front of their eyes. At the end, the children formed teams of 3 each and spoke about various characters in the book. It was a rewarding experience to listen to the children while they described the subtlest of nuances in the characterization. Right now we are reading “Railubadi”, the Telugu translation of “Totochan”.  
There was a touching incident after the results of the 10th came out. We got the results on the Internet along with the marks. The girls took the results home immediately. Three days later, Pentayya, father of Ruthamma knocked at our door. He wanted his daughter’s number written on a piece of paper that he brought. We told him the result is known. But he said his friend would show the number to him in the newspaper. He wanted to share the joy of the result with his friend!

Cordially Yours,

Janaki N. Iyer
C/o ‘NEEDA’, 12-13-1173, Street No. 10, Tarnaka, Secunderabad – 500 017.

Tel: No. 86 93 15


[image: image1.png]