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June 01, 1994

Dear friends,

Ananda Bharathi started functioning in June ’89 in a small verandah of the YMCA, Tarnaka helped by generous friends. In 1991, we registered as a society and received aid from CRY, which enabled us to rent an airy room and cater to more girls. In December 1992, we started a unit for adult women, some of whom are mothers of our girls. This necessitated a further move to larger premises, where we now function with 25 girls and 20 adult women. The ages of the girls range from 5 to 17 years. Nagamani, our senior-most, has appeared for the 7th standard examination in April. We have a total of 6 teachers for both the units with 3 of them coming only on certain days of the week. In ’92-’93, we felt the need to raise a corpus fund and our appeals for support found a ready response. You and others have extended support by participating in our programmes, sponsoring field trips and contributing money and educational toys. This letter is to thank you and apprise you of our activities in the past one year.


In our programme for the adults as well as the girls, we aim at more than literacy; creating an awareness about health, hygiene, nutrition, the need for a clean environment and an understanding of the events of India and abroad form part of our activities. Both the adults and the girls learn to sew, embroider, knit and crochet. Every year we have an exhibition and sale of articles made at Ananda Bharathi. This year’s sale had a happy outcome – a bulk order from the Department of Linguistics, Osmania University for 66 embroidered sling bags.

Over these few years, we have established a tradition of an outing on New Year’s Day. This year we went to the Birla Science Museum. In March we went to Nagarjuna Sagar for an overnight trip. Parental attitudes had changed so much that there was not even a demur from anyone. The girls showed keen interest in the dam, power house, and the museum. These field trips and the talks by the guest speakers help us go beyond the confines of a curriculum. For example, a visitor from Arunachal Pradesh spoke to our girls about her home state, bringing a distant north-eastern state closer.


We have been able to provide a non-competitive, tension-free atmosphere, where girls enjoy learning at their own pace. Besides, they talk about their problems and gain strength and support. In the case of Lakshmi, a 15 year old, this strength emboldened her to write a letter protesting against the sale of liquor which was ruining her father’s life. This led to the closing of the liquor den in Tarnaka and has helped her gain confidence. 


We have given you only some of the highlights of the past year. We shall look forward to keep you posted about our activities once a year in June. Looking forward to your continued participation,

Cordially Yours,

Janaki N. Iyer
C/o ‘NEEDA’, 12-13-1173, Street No. 10, Tarnaka, Secunderabad – 500 017.

Tel: No. 86 93 15
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