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June 05, 1995
Dear friends,
We are happy to send our second newsletter to keep you posted with the happenings in the past year at Ananda Bharathi. The current strength in the girls unit is 22 and in the adults’ 20. We have 7 teachers, 4 of them part-time to teach skills like paper flower making and tailoring. After the newsletter we received corpus fund from Child relief and You (CRY), which we invested in UTI. The interest from this will be just enough to meet our expenses now.
Last year, we seemed at the cross roads. Now our course is set, as we have decided to join the formal stream. Nagamani’s adjustment to the Govt. Residential School for girls, at Narsingi, where she is in class 9 now, has made has feel that more of our girls should take advantage of such facilities. Moreover, the difficulty of joining the non-formal stream from an urban centre was also a deciding factor. The aim now is to prepare our girls for the entrance examination to class 6 and put them in a Residential School. We are also planning to send up 5 of our senior girls for ‘Prathama’ examination conducted by the Dakshina Bharatha Hindi Prachar Sabha in February ’96.

Adults’ section continues to have literacy classes and sewing. This year emphasis has shifted from embroidering to sewing. 

In January this year we went to Machnoor to visit ‘Pachesala’ run by the Deccan Development Society catering to children from the neighbouring villages. Our girls appreciated the lessons on carpentry, pottery, herbal medicine and tailoring conducted there.

Several guest speakers including veteran journalist G. Krishna visited the school and helped broaden the outlook of our girls. A team from the Home Science College demonstrated the cooking of wheat dishes, which was appreciated by the adults and the senior girls. 

Sreenu started his letters at Ananda Bharathi. He and Nagamani are in class 9 in two different Residential Schools. They are home in Tarnaka for the summer vacation. Sreenu is trying for admission into his school for some boys from his basti and Nagamani is doing the same for girls in her neighbourhood. This spirit of reaching out to people to provide access is an extension of the spirit of cooperation at Ananda Bharathi.
Acute drainage problems forced us to shift our premises in March ’95, but our present premises are too cramped. We are again on the look-out for a larger place. Any help in this direction is most welcome. 

Looking forward to your continued cooperation and interested participation

Cordially Yours,

Janaki N. Iyer
C/o ‘NEEDA’, 12-13-1173, Street No. 10, Tarnaka, Secunderabad – 500 017.
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