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July 28, 1996
Dear friends,
We begin this third annual newsletter with an apology for being a month behind schedule. We have a strength of 22 students in the girls’ unit and 15 in the adults’ unit. Three teachers, full time and two are part-time in the girls’ unit. In the adult section, there are 3 teachers – one for literacy and two for tailoring. We continue to operate on the interest of the corpus given by CRY and some individual donations. This year tax exemption under 80G was extended for another two years.
The highlight of this year’s activities was the observation of the Solar Eclipse on the 24th of October. Our girls, friends in the neighbourhood and even passers by came up to our terrace to watch with fascination as the celestial phenomenon unfolded. We observed the eclipse in three different ways – through an aluminized polymer foil attached to one side of a big carton, projection from a telescope and reflection by a small mirror. The activity that the girls enjoyed most was the plotting of the development of the eclipse, as reflected by a mirror on a white sheet. Madhavi, a computer engineer who joined in September, helped to do ground work for the eclipse. She explained the phenomenon to the girls and the adults using models. 

The next big event was the visit to the Health Museum where there are excellent exhibits and photographs. Later we went to the zoo as most of the children had not been with us during our earlier visits. On Children’s Day, we organized some play activities in the landscape garden, Osmania University Campus. 

We moved to better premises on the 3rd of February. Apart from a decent-sized compound which is used for play, the rooms are large and airy.

On the 4th of February, three girls went up for the ‘Prathama’ examination conducted by the Dakshina Bharatha Hindi Prachar Sabha. All of us, particularly Aditi Mukherjee who taught the girls were happy that all three secured a first class. Now a fresh batch of 5 girls are being prepared for the same exam in 1997.

The literacy section of the adults’ unit is not functioning too well and the attendance has dropped to 6. However, the sewing section has an enthusiastic response from several adults in the neighbourhood.

We had two visitors – Eleanor Watts from England and Narasimham from Sumavanam a school in Madanapalle. A sale of articles made by the girls and the adults was organized in April. It evoked a good response and the proceeds were set aside to buy material for the sewing section. In December, Madhavi attended the ‘Traditional Science and Technology Congress’ at Madras. She learnt to make some interesting toys which she taught our children on Saturdays.

From February onwards we got busy with the children preparing for the 6th class entrance examination of AP Social Welfare Residential schools. We were fortunate to get permission from Sri Garg, IAS (Secretary, A.P.S.W Residential Schools) for our girls to write the examination, even though ours is a non-formal school. Five girls who have completed class Y level were sent. Four girls got admission in the Residential School at Narsingi, which has the reputation of being a good Residential School.

The fifth girl, Lakshmi who does not belong to the scheduled caste, could not join as she could not avail herself of the age concession. We sent her to the camp for adolescent girls run by the MV Foundation at Chevella, where coaching for class VII was being given. However, Lakshmi could not adjust to the camp and is back at Ananda Bharathi. We are now exploring the possibilities of sending her to class VII public examination. She is also preparing for the ‘Madhyama’ examination in Hindi, conducted by the Dakshina Bharatha Hindi Prachar Sabha. 

Finally, a word about Nagamani, who joined us when we started in 1989. She is now in class X at Narsinghi school and doing extremely well. She is not only a torch bearer for Ananda Bharathi, but also a caring elder sister for the four girls who have joined at Narsinghi this year. Her love, attention and unsparing support have helped not only these new entrants but also their parents, who are bewildered by the experience of seeing their daughters in strange surroundings.
Cordially Yours,

Janaki N. Iyer
C/o ‘NEEDA’, 12-13-1173, Street No. 10, Tarnaka, Secunderabad – 500 017.
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