[image: image1.png]A nanda IBharathi

(Reg. No. 48 of 1991)





July 05, 1997
Dear friends,
It is time to say ‘hello’ to all of you with our annual newsletter.
Now, we have three teachers working full time and three part-time. Our strength is 24 children. Unfortunately, the unit for adults is closed down, but the sewing sessions in the morning continue with our senior girls. We continue to operate on the interest of the Corpus given by Child Relief and You (CRY) and some generous donations from many of you. We have tax exemption under 80G.

On Independence Day, a programme formulated with the help of Usha Rao of Bidar was carried out. Five girls prepared political maps of five parts of India. Each of them spoke about their region. The map took shape in front of us as each girl filled her part on a big brown paper. The rest spoke on various aspects of India such as the Constitution, the Capital, Sri H.D. Deve Gowda. Every child in the school participated including Santoshi who introduced the programme. This was particularly gratifying, because she had come to us as a border line case of retardation.

Our futile efforts to fit Lakshmi into the formal system made us realise the need to cater to the needs of children who cannot be sent to the Residential school. So we formulated a general syllabus. As a part of this, we arranged for weekly lessons by Dr. Samata Roshni on Nutrition. We also too advantage of Dr. Kamakshi’s visit to Hyderabad. She spoke to our girls on health problems related to adolescence.

In October Madhavi attended the meeting at Vikasana, Bangalore organized by the network of alternate schools.

In December we attended a seminar and workshop organized by the Waldorf Foundation at Hyderabad. We tried out several ideas picked up at the seminar, such as painting on wet paper, form drawing and some activities to increase alertness. Tina Bruinsma, who conducted the workshop, spent an afternoon at Ananda Bharathi. On Republic Day, the Lioness Club sponsored ‘sports’. The difference was that all the participants got identical gifts and those who came first got claps also. Other important days like Children’s Day and National Science Day was celebrated with enthusiasm.    
On the 9th and 10th of April ten of our children and two teachers attended a summer camp for children organized by the Centre For Learning.  The activities included star-watching, hill climbing, making cake without an oven and a discussion on the qualities of leadership conducted by Dr. Gurveen Singh. There was a lot of music and dance too.

At the end of the academic year we had examinations for the first time in Ananda Bharathi. It helped us to assess the children and plan better for this year. This was followed by three days of collage, painting and discussion.

The four girls in the Residential school are making good progress. Though they miss their homes and Ananda Bharathi, they are able to appreciate their freedom to study as much as they want. In the summer holidays, they worked at Maths and English with our help and did some extra reading.
Nagamani, who started her first lessons in the three Rs with us in 1989, finished her tenth with a first division from the Residential School at Narsingi. We helped her to prepare for the Common Entrance Examination for the Polytechnic. She has secured admission in the Bio-Medical branch in the Govt. Polytechnic at Tirupathi. Sreenu who is a product of Ananda Bharathi and MVF also finished his tenth with a first division. He has secured a seat in the Polytechnic at Ramanthapur, Hyderabad in Electrical and Electronics Engineering.
Ananda Bharathi is attempting the daunting task of preparing two streams, one for the entrance to the Residential School and the other for the 7th class public examinations. Some children are unable to appear for the former due to their age, caste or family circumstances. We also want to cater to the needs of children who may not appear for any examination. Here our task is the most challenging – to sustain their interest without short term goals like examinations and to strengthen their literacy sufficiently to prevent them from losing it altogether. 
As in previous years, we enjoyed Eleanor Watts’ visit. The other visitors were Narasimham of Sumavanam and Swami Nsichalananda of Wales. 

In the summer holidays we organized a trip to see the telugu version of Habib Tanvir’s play ‘Charandas Chor’. An interesting discussion was held and three girls wrote reviews of the play. We also went to see the puppets on display at Nori Art and Puppetry Centre. 

Five girls will be appearing for the ‘Prathama’  examination conducted by the Dakshina Bharatha Hindi Prachar Sabha, in August. We are happy to report that some writings of our girls have been published in “Bhoomika” and “Choopu” telugu magazines.

Ananda Bharathi has been fortunate to have the support of organizations like MVF (Mamidipudi Venkatarangaiah Foundation), the Deccan Development Society, the Centre For Learningand the Lioness Club, tarnaka and several individuals who have contributed their time and creative ideas. This has sustained us and we look forward to the same in the years ahead. 
Cordially Yours,

Janaki N. Iyer
C/o ‘NEEDA’, 12-13-1173, Street No. 10, Tarnaka, Secunderabad – 500 017.
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