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1st July, 1998
Dear friends,
Greetings to you in this, the tenth year of Ananda Bharathi.
This year we have three teachers working full time and three others part-time. We have a strength of 21 girls. The sewing section continues to cater to the senior girls from 12.30 to 2.00 on three days of the week. The interest from the corpus given by Child Relief and You (CRY) is our mainstay, but we do receive donations from many of you. We have applied for extension of tax relief under 80G.

We prepared four girls for the entrance test to class VI of the Residential School. One of them dropped out and two girls got admission. (With this, there are six of our girls in the Residential Schools, four of whom secured first classes in the class VII public examination. The third girl did not score a high enough percentage required for a B.C. We plan to coach her and send her up for the class VII public exam in March 2000. Another of our girls is getting ready for the same exam in March 1999. We could do with help from you in coaching as this would enable the regular teachers to give more time to the other children. We also need help to cater to Santoshi who is a border line case of retardation. We had made good progress with her but the need seems to be for more professional help.
Last year, Nagamani had been admitted to the first year of the bio-medical diploma at the Govt. Polytechnic in Tirupathi, with free accommodation in a hostel for SC girls. The lack of proper food made her severely anaemic. She also had problems coping with the change of medium to English. She had come to Hyderabad before her finals for treatment and also some academic assistance. Even though she did her written papers, she found the whole experience disheartening. We have supported her decision to discontinue and join class XI at the Residential School where she completed her Tenth. We have learnt that getting admission is only the first step in a long and difficult process and we need to provide sustained support to anyone who goes out of Hyderabad. Sreenu, who joined the Polytechnic at Ramanthapur is doing alright. Boys do have better facilities by way of hostels and other amenities. 

In the ‘Prathama’ examination conducted by the Dakshina Bharata Hindi Prachar Sabha, we had two children passing out of four.

Sri G. Udaya Bhanu, a creative director of plays volunteered to spend Saturday afternoons with our girls engaging them with activities which help them lose their inhibitions and shyness. Dr. K. G. Vijaya Krishnan, a gifted and creative musician offered to teach the children Carnatic classical music. On 30th March ’98 our girls sang at the Central Institute of English and Foreign Languages (CIEFL). Dr. Amritavalli of CIEFL has been spending an hour every week with our seniors improving their understanding and command of English.
On August 15th, we enacted a narrative covering two movements – the salt Satyagraha before Independence and the anti-liquor movement in the post-independence era. The salt march was enacted while the school sang ”Makoddi thella dorathanamu”, the popular song of Garimella during the freedom movement expressing the people’s rejection of their white bosses. The girls improvised the dialogue for the second half on the anti liquor movement. Smt. Rajeshwari Narthandam, spoke about Durgabai Deshmukh whom she had known personally.

On November 14th, our girls played host to their siblings. It was a very special occasion for them because they could share their school with their brothers and sisters. There was a session of Origami, and one of story-telling. This was followed by songs by our girls. The Lioness Club of Tarnaka treated everyone to some snacks.

On Republic day, the senior girls spoke on various topics from Indian History. The younger ones spoke briefly about the different states in South India. 

On the 25th of July the girls visited the local post office. It was a learning experience as the older girls interviewed some of the personnel of the post office as also the customers. Another important visit was to the Atomic Energy School to see the exhibition on “50 years of Freedom”. There were also visits to the Zoo and to the Science Exhibition organized as a part of the Science Congress at Osmania University.
Teachers of Ananda Bharathi participated in the meeting of the network of Alternate Schools, the seminar on literacy organized by Osmania University and a puppet workshop. Two members of the Governing Council went to the Hoshangabad Science Teaching Programme. 

As in earlier years, a sale of items stitched by the girls was organized and they got 20% of the sale price as an incentive.

Visitors to the school were Usha Rao, a dear friend of Ananda Bharathi, Surrjit, formerly of the Hoshangabad group and S Mundayur from the Vivekananda Kendra, who is in charge of a school in Arunachala Pradesh. Teachers from the Sarvodaya Ashram and Vinoba Bhave’s ashram came along with the personnel from C.A.R.E which has recently started work in education for girls in U.P.

Anuradha, one of our teachers who joined us in 1992 before completing matriculation, finished her graduation from the Open University this year. This has given her a sense of fulfilment and us, a sense of pride.

Our efforts to get more girls interested in education and win the co-operation of heir parents continue. We are, as in the previous years, sustained by the generous contribution of talents, ideas and time by committed individuals.

Looking forward to your sustained support,

Cordially Yours,

Janaki N. Iyer
C/o ‘NEEDA’, 12-13-1173, Street No. 10, Tarnaka, Secunderabad – 500 017.

Tel: No. 86 93 15
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