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25th July, 1999
Dear friends,
It has been our practice to reach out to you with our update in the month of June. This year we waited till now to be able to give you the happy news of Yadalakshmi’s admission in class 8 in the Residential School at Narsinghi.
We have a motley group of 33 girls on our rolls now. Three of them are dropouts from an English medium school and are just beginning to adjust to our routine. Eight of our girls are at three different Residential schools, the senior most Nagamani is in class XII. Sreenu is in his final year of Polytechnic Diploma. J. Sriram of CMC had helped him last year in Computer Science and in this year too we are hoping to get some coaching assistance. 
There are 3 full time teachers and 3 part timers.  In addition, Dr. Amritavalli of CIEFL spends one day in a week with our seniors helping them to acquire skills in English. Dr. Vijaya Krishnan also comes once a week to teach classical music. In the last academic year, Ms. Madhavilatha of CMC coached our girls in Hindi for the 7th class public examination. This year, Sri A.P. Mohanty of CMC has begun preparing our girls for the Prathama examination in Hindi.

Ananda Bharathi and the Centre For Learning have had meetings once a month to discuss problems and issues connected with both schools. Initially we had waned to evolve a syllabus for those children who are unable to join the mainstream. But this has not been accomplished till now. Janaki attended the CRY partners’ meet in Secunderabad on 9th Nov, ’98. The meeting helped to understand the expansion of CRY’s aid in Andhra Pradesh. It was also interesting to meet the people working in various fields. This year none of us could attend the meeting of the Network of Alternate Schools.

On Aug 15, we had a magic show by Thota Ramesh which actually helped the children to understand how superstitions are strengthened by tricks, On Children’s Day we had Origami and a tal on coin collection by Raghuram, a high school student friend of ours. M Srinivas of CMC spoke on Mauritius which he had visited in July ’98. On 26th Jan, we had a play base don the sun being the source of all energy. The girls wore masks prepared for this and enjoyed being a lion, an elephant, a rabbit, etc. Syamala spoke on the making of Indian Constitution. This programme ended in the ambience created by a song, spontaneously contributed by Subhashini working for the state DPEP. On the National Science Day, the girls enjoyed themselves by making a rainbow on the wall, making parachutes and tracing the shadow of a bottle kept in the sun. Their account of the day was published in a Telugu monthly ‘Bhumika’.
Sixteen girls along with two teachers Anuradha and Madhavi attended the summer camp at the Centre For Learning. On 7th April we had a meeting with the mothers, who showed more interest than in the previous years. However, we feel that we should meet oftener so that the meetings are less formal and more effective. Final examinations were followed by a puppet making session, a sale of articles made by the children and a trip to the play ‘Donga Charandar” which won the Nandi award.

The girls enjoyed interacting with our visitors who included Eleanor Watts, Abburi Chayadevi, Sharada who is working with platform children at Sealdah, Calcutta and Poornima who works with rag-pickers in Pune, 
One of the highlights of the year was the visit to Golconda Fort. It was particularly memorable because the girls from the Residential Schools also joined us. Earlier in the year, six senior girls accompanied Janaki and Anuradha to see a film at Anveshi on the Kolar gold fields which examined the socio-economic aspects of the mine works.

Bhagya, who had joined us in the first year of Ananda Bharathi, has been living in the village of Kaukuntla. She is married now and came to Hyderabad to meet us. It was most rewarding to see that she has not only retained her literacy but also communicates effectively. She has tremendous self confidence and talked to the children about her experiences in farming. The value she puts on her learning in Ananda Bharathi made the present students feel that they are fortunate.
With the admission of Yadalakshmi in the Narsinghi Residential School, both the girls of the family are in the hostel. On the day of admission, their father put his arms around the girls and coped in his own way with the moment of parting. Two years ago, he had told us firmly that we could teach Yadalakshmi whatever we wanted within the four walls of Ananda Bharathi. Yet, now he did not stand in her way anymore. I was happy that she has been spared an early marriage, motherhood and having to cope with debts by hard toll. Just before getting into the bus, I looked at Yadalakshmi’s bright and bespectacled face. I could see both of us felt grateful that we had not let each other down.
Cordially Yours,

Janaki N. Iyer
C/o ‘NEEDA’, 12-13-1173, Street No. 10, Tarnaka, Secunderabad – 500 017.
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